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PRESENTATION EXAMINES NATIVE AMERICAN 
BOARDING SCHOOL EXPERIENCES
MISSOULA -
A film presentation and lecture at The University of Montana will reveal the boarding 
school experiences of many Native Americans.
Raymond Many Bears, a noted Kanai (Blood) tribal elder, will speak from 7 to 9 p.m. 
Thursday, April 21, in Urey Lecture Hall. A film also will be shown titled “Where the Spirit 
Lives,” about an Indian girl named Komi forced to abandon her culture at a boarding school in 
1937 Canada.
Many older Native people were sent to boarding schools where their customs and 
traditions were not allowed to be discussed or practiced. Many Bears spent most of his 
adolescent years at St. Mary’s Residential School. He will share his insights into the boarding 
school experience and answer questions from the audience.
His appearance is sponsored by the Calvin B. Stott Visiting Elders and Speakers Fund 
and UM’s Department of Native American Studies. For more information, call the department 
at (406) 243-5831.
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